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Walking in the footsteps of Saint Mary MacKillop 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 
 
Dear Families of the Penola Community 
 
 
The term has been one that has brought great challenges to all of us as a community as we have pushed 
through the difficulties of COVID and the necessary adaptations we have all made to ensure the highest 
level of safety and care. During this time, we have learnt so much about ourselves as individuals and have 
worked hard to be resilient even when the challenges are enormous. Many students and staff have  
experienced very difficult circumstances in the family lives where the health of some family members has 
been vulnerable or compromised during this time. We have tried to support each other and persevered 
through these most difficult times, for which I am personally incredibly grateful. We continue to pray for 
those families in our community who have struggled during the COVID period that has certainly stretched 
everybody, particularly those who may have reduced employment opportunities or even lost jobs during 
this time. We are very mindful of the high level of stress that COVID has brought to students, parents and 
staff. 
 
 
During this term I have felt incredibly blessed that parents have been so appreciative of the online  
learning delivery from our outstanding professional teachers of Penola Catholic College. The quality of 
the learning activities on Google Classroom, along with our Screencastify clips and Zoom sessions have 
made student learning dynamic and engaging for our students. I would like to thank the students for their 
positive engagement and hard work during COVID where you continuously proved to us that you were 
extremely independent and capable as learners. The teachers were astounded at the level of dedication and 
commitment from students in all year levels proving to themselves that they are resilient, capable and  
diligent without their teachers constantly at their sides. Well done to the amazing Penola students and staff 
for prevailing with flying colours at a time of great difficulty yet you proved to yourselves that your  
learning is the focus and your commitment to achieving to your best was outstanding to say the least.  
 
 
 
 
Our Year 12 2020 returned full time back to school in week 2 of the term 
and have continued with a high rate of attendance every day. You are an 
effervescent year group with a great deal of energy and positivity  
supporting each other well in all that you do. It is this characteristic which 
will enable you to strive to be the best you can be both individually and 
collectively.  
 
 
Our Year 12, 2020 Cake Stall day to raise funds for your formal was like 
no other raising almost $700. Once again, as a group you inspired each 
other to all contribute generously and valued each other’s talents resulting 
in the most incredible community spirit ! Thank you Year 12 for all that 
you give so generously of yourselves and the values that you model of St 
Mary Mackillop: Courage, compassion, hope and integrity. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we conclude the term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents community for your 
extensive support and partnership which has resulted in our learning and faith community progressing 
through the COVID experience with great tenacity and perseverance. 
 
As we progress the Year of Penola Uniform is gradually under development despite a complete halt in the 
manufacturing industry. We will be sharing our ideas soon and thank the students, staff and parents who 
have engaged with us this far that have helped us develop a unique design that reflects who we are as a 
learning community. We will continue our development in uniform design and communicate information 
to you in the next Newsletter at the start of Term 3 along with our regular Skoolbag updates. Just to  
reduce any concerns the school shirt is not pink in colour as many have enquired. Student feedback told us 
that this should not be a predominant colour that features in the uniform, but rather a minor colour and be 
part of the logo on the shirt, jumper and blazer. Thank you for your feedback and engagement to date 
which has greatly assisted us in our decision making processes. I am very excited about the uniform and 
am confident that it will be well received. Year 7 2021 will commence with the new uniform and all other 
Year groups will be optional . Year 10 2021 will have the new Penola uniform, however students will 
have the option to wear the current senior uniform for 2021-2022. 
 
 
Have a wonderful holiday break and stay safe so you may enjoy life abundantly 
 
Mrs Tania Cairns 
Principal Leader 
 
  

MONDAY 20 JULY 2020 

THIS WAS TO BE A STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

HOWEVER THIS HAS NOW POSTPONED TO LATER 

IN THE TERM  -  DATE TO BE CONFIRMED 

 

ALL STUDENTS ARE TO RETURN TO SCHOOL ON THIS DAY 

TO COMMENCE LEARNING FOR TERM 3. 

 



 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 
 
Happy Holidays everyone! We made it. 
 
In many, many years of teaching, this goes down as the longest and toughest term I can remember. As a 
school community, I am very proud of the adaptability and persistence that our students, teachers and 
families have  
exhibited. 
 
In regards to learning, we have forged ahead with exciting ‘first year’ of Penola to increase the diversity 
of subject choices and pave the way for students to study in Contemporary pathways such as Accelerated 
programs and Early Commencement Vocational Education and Training pathways as well as access to 
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta Virtual Online school offering many subjects and some new 
ones such as Engineering and Economics. Current Year 11 students are having amazing success with their 
virtual school learning that he supported by one of our teachers. 
 
Years 8, 9 and 10 have all received subject selection handbooks which went home with their Semester 1 
school reports.  The Google site for Penola Subject Selection was created when we had to adapt and can-
cel the Subject Selection Event on Tuesday 23/6/2020. Everyone is welcome to look at this site and I am 
so proud of our KLA leaders, teachers and our amazing students who share their passion for what you 
study in each of these subjects and why students enjoy their learning. 
 
 

The link is:  https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/penolapathways/home  
 
 
At Penola Catholic College our vision is to increase the opportunities for students to gain credentials 
throughout Stage 5 and 6 that enable opportunities for their future vocations.  Students have choice at Pe-
nola Catholic College and may choose from three different learning pathways.  A conventional path, 
studying 2 electives in Year 10 and the 12/13 HSC units in Year 11 and 10-12 HSC units in Year 12. 
There are two types of contemporary pathways that we are proudly offering in 2021 (as a result of the 
continued success over the last two years) that enables students to finish a HSC course in Year 11, thereby 
gaining advantage by less subjects  to study in Year 12.  
 
  

A.   Early Commencement: A student chooses a VET subject at the end of Year 11.  
 The student gains industry approved VET credentials, as we successfully complete  
 a subject early, in Year 10 and 11 that goes towards the HSC award.  

  
 

B.     Accelerated Program:  A student may study Mathematics or Studies of Religion in Year 
 10, at a Year 11 level because they have been identified as having mastered Stage 5 
 outcome. Again, this  allows the student to study over 2 years in Year 10 and Year 11, and 
 therefore sit the Year 12 HSC examination at the end of Year 11.  

 

 

https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/penolapathways/home
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/penolapathways/home


 
Our Administration and Compliance Officer, Mrs McCully, will send students in Year 8, 9 and 10 an email with a 
link to select their subjects in the first week of Term 3.  The due date to respond to Mrs McCully’s email is by 
Friday 24 July 2020 to complete your online preferences form. 
 
We are now in the phase of discernment, where we encourage our students to speak to their families, family friends, 
teachers and older students, about what subjects they would like to select. Mr Marc Petit regularly sends emails to 
our students (using their Parramatta Diocese email address) and he can be contacted to answer questions or set up a 
meeting. 
 
On Tuesday 30th June during Learning Session 2, Mrs Cairns, Mr Petit, Mrs McCully and I supported students to 
choose their Year 11 and 12 HSC subjects for Stage 6. Just a side note: Did you know that Penola Catholic College 
has had the greatest growth in NAPLAN results last year in our Parramatta Diocese? Our ongoing Professional 
Learning and focus on Assessment Capable Learners with a Writing and Reading Focus across all subjects has had 
significant impacts for our students and our teaching and learning, and we proudly boast that our HSC results  
continue to increase. It is extremely important that your child is known by their teachers and feels connected to their 
teachers. This has significant impacts on their success throughout their junior and senior years. I highlight this 
strength of Penola and need you to know how special and amazing the teaching staff are at Penola.  
 
In signing off, I hope this newsletter finds your family and friends free of illness whilst we continue to respond to 
COVID-19 measures to prevent community transmission. Enjoy your holiday rest and I know Year 12 and 11 are 
all geared up for their final assessments in Term 3 for their HSC or HSC Preliminary Courses. 
 
Take care and God Bless, 
 
Mrs Peta Sparkes 
Assistant Principal 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



Parent / Teacher Online Interviews  

Tuesday 28 July 2020 from 1.45pm to 7.00pm 

 
Information regarding the process to book parent/teacher online interview 
was sent home with your child’s School report last Friday 26 June 2020.   
 
Students will be allowed to leave the College at 1pm on this day provided they have returned the 
permission slip and they have a sticker in their diary to indicate they are allowed to leave the College 
grounds.    
 
Students without a sticker will be supervised and they can either complete catch up work or do pri-
vate study until the end of the school day at 3pm.  
 
All interviews will be online during this COVID response, to ensure the health and safety of your 
families and ours.  More details will be provided to families about ‘zoom’ teacher links and 
passwords when we return to school in Term 3.  
 
In the meantime, please log onto School Interviews on line at: 
 

 https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/login   Code:  3dupu  
 
to make a booking  with your child’s teacher and please ensure you  allow 10 minutes between  
interview times.  
 
If we find that another Parent / Teacher event is required for Years 7-11 we will adapt to care for 
everyone. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  

MONDAY 27 JULY 2020 
 

Due to Covid this year the photographer will only be taking 
individual photos of each student.  These will then be  
collaged into Year Group sets. 
 

Please note Family photographs: 
Order forms are available from the Front Office. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/login


 

           Supported By 

 
LEADER OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND MISSION 

 
 

 
 
A New Curriculum for Religious Education and Mission 
 
Religious Education in the Diocese of Parramatta has undergone much change in the last two years. Term 3 2020 
marks the next step towards a new curriculum that will replace ‘Sharing Our Story’, the current curriculum that has 
been in place for over 20 years. 
 
The process of developing a new approach, currently known as the Draft New Curriculum, has been a collaboration 
with students, parents, teachers, clergy and system leaders. This innovative and ambitious project has led to the  
development of Learning Cycles (one per term), that apply scripture and tradition in a meaningful way to the  
contemporary life of young people. This endeavour supports our students to grow in faith and understanding 
through prayer, reason and action in daily life.  
 
In Term 3, using experiential learning through student inquiry, students in Stage 4 and 5 will engage with  
one Learning Cycle (Stage 4: What is Truth? Stage 5: Why should I Pray) from the Draft New Curriculum. In  
preparation for the 2021 implementation, teachers are continuing to participate in extensive theological formation 
and professional learning.   
 
This is an exciting opportunity for our faith community of Penola Catholic College to further exclaim our  
commitment to empowering all our young people to discover a meaningful and flourishing life.  
 
We look forward to sharing this journey with you throughout the term and will keep you updated about  
opportunities that will extend the learning experience further for students and their families. 
 
Mr. Robert J. Feeney 
Leader of Religious Education & Mission 
 
 

 



 

LEADER OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND MISSION Continued 
 
 

Stage 5 Learning Focus 
 
Year 10 are wrestling with some of the biggest moral dilemma’s emerging adults face in our post-secular 
society, where more questions surface than answers. They made games to play with our Stage 4 students 
to raise issues such as the dignity of human life, environmental awareness, gender in the 21st century and 
the importance of having integrity in the modern world. 
 
We are very proud of our Year 9 and 10 students being curious learners who have welcomed the  
opportunity to design and think of some realistic and positive solutions to global issues that are impacting 
on our ability to live full and abundant lives. 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

CELEBRATIONS OF JSS DAY 
 

 



 



 



 



 
BASKETBALL COURTS UPGRADE 

 
 
The upgrade to the College Basketball Court has now been completed. The contractors have done an 
amazing job. The court will be open to students for the start of Term 3. 
  
We would like to thank the Commonwealth Government for a grant of $20,000 towards the cost of the 
project from the Local Schools Community Fund.  
 
We also thank our Local Member Melissa McIntosh MP for her great support of the project. 
 
 
 



STAFF FEEDBACK AT OUR FINAL  

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  TERM 2 

@ PENOLA WE CELEBRATE 

Student growth over the 
term has had a positive im-
pact in the teaching/learning 
delivery for all students 

Student and 
teacher 
rapport 

Having an amazing  
support network around me, 

allowed me to personally 

strive to achieve/provide the 

best for my students 

The ongoing parent communication 
that we did as a Penola community to 
keep students and families connected 

Acknowledgment 
Appreciation 
Affirmation 

Sharing a laugh 

This staffroom is the best in 
the world.  You’ll never find 
a staff like Penola 

KLA teams amazing  
collaboration during  

COVID-19. 
I would not have gotten 

through the last six months 
without them!! 

Collaboration, sharing ideas, 
colleagues becoming more 
friends over this time. 

Everyone has gone out of 
their way to make sure  
people are ok! 

The Ah-Ha moments with my 
senior students. 
All Year 9 students throwing a 
mini American football nearly 50 
metres. 
Talking to a student in Year 10 
about her significant  
improvement in her report. 

An  AWESOME diversity team 

The  
Little 
things 

Supporting 

each  

other 
The most 

supportive 

staff you 

could ever 

ask for. 

How special and full  
of personality our  
students are! 

 
Delivering with  

cheeriness and gentleness 

Our Students writing  

across all KLAs. 

This year has 
taught me to be 
calm and full 

of hope 

Being able to see our students 
faces each morning walk into 
Homeroom. 

Resilience 
In  

Adversity 

Simply 
Amazing 
Staff 



LEADER OF PEDAGOGY AND INSTRUCTIONAL COACH 

 
 

 
Mrs Julie Petrovski 
 
 
 
 



LEADER OF STUDENT WELLBEING AND LEARNING 

 
 
What a term! 
 
Year 11 and 12 returned in Week 2 of the term. We have had some amazing ‘ah ha’ moments in class and as a  
cohort. I am always amazed in this job how young people mature into fine young adults and our current Year 12 
students have delivered in spades! They work together and with their teachers in their learning and they interact 
with each other in such positive ways. We are working hard to  
 
Year 11 CAFS working on the JSS Integrity for our last day Pirate Day fundraiser. With a VERY significant  
contribution from Mrs Sharp with her art work. 
 
 

  
 
Each year group has plans  as we move forward into Term 3. 
 
Year 12 study hall , reconfiguration of the library to support quiet study; Year 12 teachers meeting weekly; a parent 
information night; learning coaches; pretrial experiences; external wellbeing and study providers; pacing guides; 
one more mark and one more band focussed approaches; and social events amongst other initiatives to help our 
Year 12’s achieve to their potentials in their studies and as a group of young people. 
 
Year 11 have been hard at work in their courses as well as designing and voting on their jersey design for their HSC 
year. There are so many of them willing to help the school in different ways, from peer support to reaching out to 
students who seem out of sorts. We are working on the student leadership model for Year 11 to be implemented in 
Term 3.  
 
Year 8, 9 and 10 have been considering possibilities for their studies as they plan for 2021. They are learning how 
things can be done differently to help them complete their HSC with both micro and macro qualifications. They 
have enjoyed a different looking sport process in Term 2 and are looking forward to returning to a more traditional 
model of Thursday afternoon sports.  
 
Year 7 have had an interrupted introduction to their first year of high school but have settled in nicely as they learn 
the heightened expectations of high school and grow their Penola points. With all years combined, and at the end of 
week 9, 73% of the college were at Bronze level or above. Penola is full of amazing students! 
 
Mr Martin Stein 



 

SPORT RETURNS FOR TERM 3!!! 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your ongoing support and understanding of the changes that were made to 
Thursday Sport during Term 1 and Term 2 as a response to COVID-19.  
 
Moving forward in Term 3, Sport will be conducted in a similar format to early Term 1 2020. Students will be giv-
en the opportunity to trial for a Representative Sport, where they may challenge other schools in a district competi-
tion. Trials for these teams will be held during Thursday Sport Term 3, Week 1. The Representative Sports running 
for Season Two are: 
• Netball (Girls) 
• soccer (Boys) 
• Oztag (Girls and Boys) 
 
Students who are not chosen to participate in Representative Sport, will be rotating through a range of Recreational 
Activities. These Recreational Activities are outlined below, however, may change depending on the community 
and Government measures that may be in place at this time. Please note, that you will be advised of any changes to 
recreational venues prior to sport commencing via Skoolbag. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All sports and venues have COVID-19 precautions and procedures in place to minimise the risk of community 

transmission as per Government Guidelines. These measures are similar to our school COVID-19 response and as 

such all students will be expected to follow these procedures whilst away from our College. 

We look forward to seeing students getting back into Sport! 

Warm regards,  

Miss Rachael Muscat 

Sport Coordinator 

 

Year Group Available Sports 

 
7 

River Walk (Nepean River) 
Rock Climbing (The Climbing Centre) 
Western Sydney Wanderers Soccer (Hunter Fields 
Volleyball (Penola Oval)  

 
8 

Team Sports (Penola Oval) 
AFL Western Sydney Giants (Hunter Fields) 
Roller Skating (Skatel) 
Unreal Minigolf 
Bootcamp (Revolutions Health and Fitness Club) 

 
9 
 

Gym (Fit4All) 
Ice Skating (Penrith Ice Palace) 
Bowling (Zone Bowling Penrith) 
Tennis (Nepean Tennis Association)  

 
10 

Ice Skating (Penrith Ice Palace) 
Bowling (Zone Bowling Penrith) 
Ninja Obstacles (TBA) 
Lawn Bowls (Penrith Bowling Club) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finance Matters 
 
Dear Families, 
 

Thank you to those families who have continued to pay their school fees through these trying 
times. Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta (CEDP) will be sending out instalment 3 state-
ments at the beginning of Term 3. If you do not receive your statement please contact Mrs Julie 
Jones at the College on 4728 8100 Option 2.  
 
CEDP has set a process for families seeking financial assistance due to COVID-19. We have  
communicated this process in previous correspondence and via SkoolBag. If you require  
assistance through CEDP please click  on this link for further information on how to apply. 
 
In relation to excursions and incursions for students, under the direction of CEDP we continue to 
work with venues and presenters to postpone these events and we will determine if a credit should 
be applied accordingly.    At this stage only Year 12 have been credited for their over night camp, 
which will not be taking place now.  For all other information we will keep parents informed. 
 
Mr Sean McNally 
Business Manager 

https://www.penolaemuplains.catholic.edu.au/In%20the%20Loop/Announcements


 

MATHS HELP AND STUDY SUPPORT 

In the library 

Every Monday afternoon  

during school terms 

From 3.15pm until 4.15pm 

 
All Students from Year 7 to 12 are welcome  
 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS!! 

Our student attendance overall has been extremely positive since returning from remote 
learning. 

I am incredibly pleased with our Year 11 and 12 HSC students in particular who have 
maintained a strong focus and commitment to their learning and assessments.  Year 12 
students understand that it is their final term and as such Year 12 needs to set a personal 
goal of 100% attendance for Term 3. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that the school day starts at 
8.45am and we expect ALL students Year 7 to 12 to be here by 8.45am to be ready to 
enter Homeroom at 8.48am to have their names marked by their Homeroom Teachers. 
Your support in ensuring your child is NOT LATE to school is greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Absences: 
If your child is absent from school, it is important that notification is provided to the 
school within 7 Days of absence.  This applies both to whole day and partial day  
absences. 
 
We are required to mark on the roll the reason for the student’s absence.  
Explanations can be provided either by a handwritten note addressed to the Homeroom 
teacher or please respond to the SMS which we send out if a child has not come to 
school or has arrived late at school.    
 
 



 
 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY… 
 

July 2020  

3 Term 2 Concludes 

JJS Pirate Day 

20  Term 3 Resumes for all students 

24 Subject Selection Preference Forms due for Years 8, 9 and 10 

27  School Photos 

28 Parent / Teacher Online Interviews 

Students leave at 1.00pm if they have returned their permission  

slip to the Homeroom Teacher. 

August 2020  

5 Year 11 Reflection Day 

12 Academic Awards Ceremony for Stage 4 

13 Academic Awards Ceremony for Stage 6 

14 Academic Awards Ceremony for Stage 5 

17  to  31 Year 12 HSC Trial Examinations 

24 Year 9 or 10 Reflection Day    -   To be Confirmed which Cohort 

Vaccinations Catch Up for Years 7 and 10 

25 Year 9 or 10 Reflection Day    -   To be Confirmed which Cohort 

September 2020   

25 Term 3 concludes 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2020  

Friday 20 November  Staff Professional Learning Day (Pupil Free) 

Term Dates For 2020  

Term 3 Resumes 20 July 2020 and concludes 25 September 2020 

Terms 4 Resumes 12 October 2020 and concludes 16 December 2020 


