


   MCCARTHY CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
      

   75 Mackellar Street Emu Plains NSW 2750     

                          Integrity Justice    Peace 
             16 February 2018 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
      
Welcome back to the school year at McCarthy Catholic College. Coming back to school this year has been really wonderful 
as we see the college change shape before our very eyes. Students have presented themselves beautifully in their uniforms 
and have taken time to be well organised with their learning materials. I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely 
thank you for the support you provide for your sons and daughters who have the best opportunity to succeed with the right 
support that we can provide together. 
 

A special welcome to all new students and staff joining our learning community this year. The following staff are joining the 
McCarthy community in 2018 and we extend a very warm welcome to each one of you: 
 

Peta Sparkes   Assistant Principal  - College 7-12 
Braeden Cuneo   HSIE Teacher 
Hayley Bassett   English Teacher 
Lisa Lynch    TTC Mathematics Teacher 
Marco Testa   HSIE Teacher 
Jacob Waldon   Science Teacher 
James Sibbald   College Maintenance 
Ben Follan    College Maintenance 
Stephanie McCully  Administration and Compliance Officer 
Kayla Bremner   Library Assistant 
 

The new Mackillop Learning Centre is now officially open and students in Years 7-12 are now embracing the contemporary 
learning which takes place here. Students and teachers have both appreciated the wonderful technology that we have in 
place to activate inquiry learning and assist in presentations where there are multiple ways this can occur. We are very 
grateful to have such a wonderful space that promotes amazing learning opportunities for our students. Our new MCC 
contemporary learning framework has come alive this year with these changes to our buildings and enhancements to our 
school site. All of these are part of our total school transformation journey. 
 

As Principal Leader I am very proud of the fantastic way in which we are supporting each other as a community in all that 
we do. Despite the fact that some staff were unable to be present on the day of our Opening School Mass for 2018, many 
students and staff came forward and offered their support to enable this event to run seamlessly. My sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Mr Robert Feeney our Religious Education and Mission Leader of Learning, Mr Daniel Nekic (Assistant REC) 
and his amazing RE team, as well as the Student Leaders who all took on challenging tasks extremely well. Along with this, 
special mention needs to be made of the Tech Team, Jack Prendergast, Aiden Rowinski, Max Edwards and Adrian Jones who 
were outstanding, as well Mr Testa and Mr Hall for leading our Stage 4 choir. I would also like to thank the parents who 
were able to come along and join us for this special occasion. Of course none of this is possible without Fr Mick who 
celebrated this beautiful mass for us making this another memorable occasion at McCarthy. 
 

As we move through the term and year, I hope that the Holy Spirit will continue to bless our community and the charism of 
Mary Mackillop will be with us at every step of our journey as we travel through the coming year. 
 
May God Bless you and hold you in the palm of his hand always. 
 

Mrs Tania Cairns 
Principal Leader 

     FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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                FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome everyone to our first newsletter for the year. My name is Mrs Peta Sparkes and I am honoured to be the 
College Assistant Principal. I’ve been teaching for 26 years and learning all my life. 
 

I am an experienced Assistant Principal, and have had roles as the Head of Learning (Curriculum) and over 10 
years as the Science Leader of Learning. Learning is what I’m passionate about, and I believe in my ability to coach 
people to be the best they can be. 
 

I believe that a growth mindset is extremely important in education. Learning is not easy. Success is a result of 
having high expectations, making lots of mistakes, being dedicated, persistent, organised, focused and staying 
with the belief that you will achieve. The language we use in our heads when things are tough, what we say to our 
children and those we love when they struggle, is so critical to building our confidence as learners. 
 

Check out the pictures I’ve included below and talk about this at home. Parents are the first and most influential 
teachers a child will ever have. Your role in learning cannot be underestimated and please know that we are 
teachers because we love learning, and love helping your child to learn. When things get tough and you hear I 
can’t, say to yourself and those you love… I can’t do it yet. Yet, is the most amazing word in the growth mindset 
approach. After you say I can’t do it yet, then challenge yourself to get up, push forward, get organised, work 
hard, learn from mistakes and find experts who will help you and celebrate with you when you succeed in your 
task/goal. 
 

Looking forward to a great year of learning and seeing God’s gifts in all of us shine. 
 

Mrs Peta Sparkes 
Assistant Principal 
                         

 



 
 

               
               

   FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new students and their families to the Trade Training Centre and wider 
McCarthy community. Students participated in a team building design activity on their first day to assist in fostering new  
relationships with other students.  
 
I have visited a number of learning spaces over the first few weeks of term and have been very excited to see the  
engagement of students in their new pathway. Congratulations to those students who have already been successful in  
obtaining a School Based Apprenticeship/Traineeship. 
 
Our Year 12 TTC students begin their first Industry Placement block in Week 4 and many will also complete their Business 
and Financial Services work placement commitments before returning to the college in Week 7. 
 
We will be looking to increase the services offered by our Hairdressing students starting with hair washing, treatments and 
blow-dries. Please lookout for booking information on our Facebook page and share with your family and friends. 
 
As well as accessing the McCarthy Website and Facebook Page, if you are a TTC student, parent or carer please ensure you 
are accessing specific TTC information by visiting the McCarthy CTTC Website: www.mccarthycttc.catholic.edu.au and  
Facebook Page /McCarthyTTC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mr John Wills 
Assistant Principal 
Trade Training Centre 
 

http://www.mccarthycttc.catholic.edu.au


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 

Belonging at McCarthy - Reflection from Mr Robert Feeney 
Leader of Religious Education & Mission  
(inspired by Fr. Kevin Bates) 
 

It’s never easy having to move out of a place, a personal space, a routine, a rhythm that has for some time given us some 
security and peace of mind. As our Year 7 students move into the McCarthy environment they are finding their space and 
rhythm. We experienced a shared liturgy with Year 7 and Year 11, some of whom were also new to McCarthy, where we 
used our handprints to acknowledge the beginning of a peer relationship. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letting go of our comfort zones, our old primary schools and high schools (for our TTC students), can be simple enough and 
not of major importance.  For the rest of us, it is when our holidays finish and we have to return to work, we have to let go 
of that delightful slow holiday rhythm and realise again that we have responsibilities that only we can attend to. However, 
there are other departures from comfort zones that require much more of us: 
 

* When family find themselves that their company goes into voluntary liquidation and the job that was relied on for their 
livelihood and that of family is no longer there. Relationships built up over years now have nowhere to belong and I am out 
of work. 
 

* I’ve long believed that climate change and environmental issues would have little impact on my life and that there was 
little I could do in response to it. I now find that my power bills are impacted, the air I breathe is often of poor quality, my 
reliance on a good water supply is now no longer something I can take for granted. 
 

* The Church that was once a sure moral foundation for my life, has become very “rubbery around the edges” (said Fr Kevin 
Bates in a homily in January) and I am left in a society doubting much of what once seemed clear and certain. 
 

* Australia Day, the celebration of a country where everyone gets a fair go, was a source of pride and satisfaction. It is  
increasingly revealed as an occasion of pain rather than a fair go for many Australians. This day marks their disinheritance 
and the loss of the place they had held here for thousands of years.  Their ancient comfort zone is no more. 
 

Our range of possible responses to these losses is limitless. Despair, anger, rage, fear all can come into play. Accompanying 
these can be a loss of self-worth, a doubting of the life we had before this experience of loss and a loss of direction. It is 
good to seek the help to regain my composure,  dignity and sense of self-worth. Sometimes a clear-minded decision to  
re-group and to make the best of my changed circumstances, will free up new energy in me and give me a sense of  
appropriate authority over my life again. If my suffering is profound enough, I will need great patience with myself and learn 
to trust in my own worth from a new starting point. 
 

There’s always the Love of God of course! We know through our faith that only in God is our soul truly at rest. God, who is 
the unchanging foundation, the only truly solid comfort zone, is large and powerful enough to take aboard all our anger, 
rage, fear and self-doubt. This Love waits with us, cries with us, grieves with us and always believes in us. This Love who is 
our only real foundation, knows that everything else has the potential to change. This love also means to equip us with  
everything we need in order to thrive and not merely survive when our comfort zones fail us. 
 

The year ahead will surely mean finding the strength in new beginning with Integrity, finding another to help to bring a just 
world into focus and to find the peace in our God that offers his love unconditionally. 



HEAD OF LEARNING 

 

The year has begun in fine fashion with students and staff adapting to their new classes and immersing themselves in their 
learning. The college’s learning framework is anchored by the six key pillars: Integrity, Justice and Peace (the college motto 
which drives our catholic identity) as well as engagement, empowerment and enterprise (three 21st century skills which instil 
the importance of learning as a lifelong process). The learning experiences the students will have throughout the year will be 
directly related to these pillars as teachers strive to ensure each student has many opportunities to develop their 
knowledge, skills and understanding across a range of diverse subjects and interconnected studies such as STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 
 
Recently the Bishop of Parramatta, the Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen, addressed the leadership teams of the 
schools in the diocese, and he reminded each of the participants of the pivotal role they play in educating the young children 
in their care especially those who are marginalised and less fortunate. It reflected the church’s focus on the preferential  
option for the poor where we need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and become the voice for those without a voice. 

 

Mr Paul Rochfort 
Head of Learning 
    ______________________________________________________ 

 

HEAD OF STUDENT WELLBEING & LEARNING 

 
What an amazing start to a school year! Last Wednesday I had the privilege of visiting eight Year 11 and 12 classes. As I have 
said to the students, I have been excited by the engagement, cooperation and energy in the senior classes. I see students 
discussing the learning and completing tasks with gusto. In the playground, I see students sitting together at recess and 
lunch completing school work with interest and enthusiasm. At the same time, I see senior students connecting in large  
social groups showing positive signs of friendship and respect. They might be sitting in groups or they might be playing in the 
daily touch football game on the oval, but irrespective of what they are doing, they are being fine young citizens of their 
community. 
 
Across the whole college, the SLP grade is being collated by all teachers in all subjects for all  students. For the mainstream 
students, we will be sending the notification home to parents in Weeks 5 and 10 this term. We are asking parents to sign the 
form and have the homeroom teacher sight the signed form so we can ensure parents and children can have informed  
discussion about the progress being made at school at this very early stage. 
 
The school uniform is a sign of the respect students have for their school and whilst most students are wearing the uniform 
beautifully, there are a few students who need to step it up. Homeroom teachers and Year Leaders of Learning will be  
having conversations about the expectations that are clearly spelt out in the students diary, so if you are unsure, ask your 
child to see what the rules are. 
 
So, in closing, we have made an excellent start and I look forward to moving through the year as we continue to develop 
McCarthy Catholic College into the best place of learning and growing that it can be! 

 
Mr Martin Stein 
Head of Student Learning and Wellbeing 

 
 

Parents will have the opportunity this year to take up the Flexible  
Payment Plan offer online and by post. Forms should be returned for  
processing by Friday 9 March. Should parents not return these forms by 
the due date, a reminder notice will be sent.  
 
 

 

Please note: All school fee statements are sent from Head office and should be mailed out next week. 
Payment Period 1 fees are due on the 21st March 2018.  Any families experiencing financial difficulties should contact 
Mrs Julie Jones in the Finance Office of the College on 4728 8100. 



YEAR 7 UPDATE 
I am sure there was a lot of nerves and excitement for the first day of our newest members of our community. However, 
Year 7 have seemed to work through all that energy and have started to settle in well. Our motto for the year is: Together 
We Belong. Right from day one we have started with activities where the students started to find out about other students 
in their year group and what they may have in common. Our first pastoral lesson supported this further with the program 
Big Fish into Little Fish which assist the Year 7 students transitioning from the big kids of primary school into the small kids of 
high school. 
 
Last week we also had a successful Meet & Greet night with all the staff involved with Year 7. It was a perfect chance for the 
parents to be able to put a face to the teachers name, as we also are aware this is a new process for the parents as well. It’s 
important to have these opportunities as its when both the home and school life work in partnership, do we really see the 
true success of OUR students. 
 
I am extremely excited as the Year 7 school camp is fast approaching in Week 6, again another great opportunity for the  
students to get to know each other, push themselves and understand the importance of teamwork. Camp notes went home 
last week and just a reminder if all notes could be returned by Friday 16 March. 
 
Looking forward to a great year which such a wonderful group of students. 
 

Mrs Julie Petrovski 
Stage 4 Leader of Learning 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
YEAR 7 FIRST DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STEM LAUNCH 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 9 REPORT 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to Term 1 2018.  This year looms as an exciting year at 
McCarthy with all the wonderful opportunities for our students to participate in various learning initiatives and extra  
curricular activities. I am also excited to be working with Year 9 as their Leader of Learning. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the Year 9 Homeroom team. Year 9 has a fantastic Homeroom team with a 
great amount of experience and youthful exuberance. The Year 9 Homeroom team is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact your son or daughters Homeroom teacher if there is a need to discuss any important issues in  
relation to your child. 
 

With the beginning of Lent I would like to encourage the students to give up  
something.  Students could give up some sort of food, soft drink or even their  
mobile phones!! Lent also signifies the beginning of Project Compassion, a Lenten 
fundraising appeal that aims at helping the world’s poor. Please contribute any 
loose change to the Project Compassion boxes that will be in Homerooms. 
 

Mr John McKnight 
Leader of Learning  - Year 9 

 
YEAR 12 REPORT 
I have been truly inspired by the maturity that has been demonstrated by our mainstream Year 12 students as they have 
returned to school this term. I have not seen such growth over the holiday period of so many students for a long time. They 
are focussed and helping each other to achieve great things in their learning and as people as there seems to be a growing 
connection within the year group. 
 

Teachers are excited about their energy and students are asking for feedback and looking to extend themselves. All we can 
ask is that our children try their very best and that is what we are seeing! 
 

It is important that we continue to encourage our children without making them feel worried. It is a stressful time for them 
but we can all help by recognising signs of distress and checking to see if everything is ok. I have spoken to them about grit 
and determination, the importance of being able to try something and get it wrong, or to lose, or fail followed by the ability 
to learn and grow from the experience. We encourage them to broaden their skills because their brain has the capacity to 
increase the connections and therefore improve if they let it! 
 

Mr Martin Stein 
Leader of Learning  - Year 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1 Mrs Blattman and Mr Conway 

9.2 Mrs Christman 

9.3 Mr Handel 

9.4 Mr Potts 

9.5 Mrs Watt and Mr Elston 



ENGLISH 

We have seen a great start to learning that is happening in our English classes this year. Congratulations to all the students 
for the fantastic attitude that they have brought to the class each and every day so far. 
 
This year we are implementing a wide reading program across our Year 7-10 classes. It is an expectation that each student 
will bring something to read that interests them to engage in reading for the first ten minutes of the lesson. This is a great 
opportunity for all students to increase their reading comprehension skills, which is such a critical facet of life for everyone. 
 
Our Year 7 students have also started the exciting new way of learning in a PBL (project based learning) environment. In the 
coming weeks they will be creating a text that will tell everyone about PBL and everyone will have the opportunity to view 
these at our college Open Evening. 
 
This year, English Help will be running on a Wednesday afternoon. This will happen in library between 3.10pm - 4pm. All  
students are welcome to attend English Help to receive more individualised attention. If there is anything that you feel your 
son/daughter needs specific help with in regards to reading and/or writing, please feel free to contact the class teacher 
through the college diary. 
 

Mrs Una Hughes 
Leader of Learning  - English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH HELP 
3.10pm  - 4.10pm 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

 

TAS 

It has been an exciting beginning to the New Year, while walking through classes all students have been engaged in the  
content of the lesson. The students have been introduced to the practical project that they will be producing this term and 
are in the process of developing ideas in their portfolios for the commencement of the practical work.  
 
Year 7, have been learning about the importance of the Design Process and how designers use this practice. The students 
have been applying it to the design of small design projects like designing paper planes.  Over the coming weeks they will be 
applying this technique into the development of their bottle rockets. 
 
Year 8, have began their Food unit and are all excited to begin cooking and eating their first product. All are eager to begin 
cooking and showing us their current skills with many discussing the fabulous range of products that they already cook.  
They are especially looking forward to cooking pizza in the piazza oven later in the term. 
 

Ms Jacqueline Murphy 
Leader of Learning  - TAS 
 

 

 

 

 



 

ICT Update 

At our first assembly for the year I reminded the McCarthy Catholic community to put our school motto of Integrity, Justice 
and Peace into action when using our Technology. 
 

Our Technology can help us to improve the Integrity of what we learn as a community. 
 

When we share with each other what we have learnt with the help of our Technology we are in fact encouraging Justice and 
inclusion within our community. 
 

We will always use our Technology in such a way that promotes Peace within our community. 

 

Technology Requirements: 

Years 7 - 10 

Students are required to bring an iPad or Laptop Device with them each day, charged and ready for learning. 
 

iPad Requirements 
At minimum, this should be an iPad Air2 or iPad Pro 16GB WiFi model. Students need to identify their iPad by clearly display-
ing their full name on the outside of the device and on the device’s Lock Screen. The student’s device also needs to be protect-
ed by being placed in a full surround case that covers the device’s corners. 
 

Laptop Recommended Models 
• Macbook Air, Macbook or Macbook Pro, 13” screen, 128Gb HDD 

• Windows Surface or equivalent, 2.3Ghz Processor, 13” screen, 128Gb HDD 
 

Year 11 and Year 12 
 

Students are required to have a laptop, with either of the following recommended specifications: 
• Macbook Air, Macbook or Macbook Pro, 13” screen, 128Gb HDD 
• Windows Surface or equivalent, 2.3Ghz Processor, 13” screen, 128Gb HDD 

 
Students need to identify their Laptop by clearly displaying their full name on the outside of the device. 
 

Apple in partnership with the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta offer a range of discounted devices available for our 
families to purchase. More information can be found be visiting the Apple Education portal by clicking here (http://
byod.parra.catholic.edu.au/) or by visiting the Penrith Apple Store. Families are free to purchase their device from any store. 

Google Classroom Parent/Guardian Reports 

 

As we commence 2018 it would be appropriate to once again share with our parent community how to request and access 
Parent/Guardian Reports from our Google Classroom Learning Platform. These reports will provide you with a list of due 
dates for homework and assessments as well as interactive lesson content shared by your child’s teacher. 
 

Below is a brief series of steps parents and guardians can follow to receive an email summary of your child’s Google  
Classroom activities. 
 

Step One: Please contact any teacher of your child to request guardian access. Once guardian access has being provided for 
one class it will be applied to all classes your child is enrolled in. The staff member will require an appropriate email address 
for the guardian access. This email address does not need to be a Google account. Once the email is added by the staff 
member you will receive an invite similar to the one displayed below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://byod.parra.catholic.edu.au/
http://byod.parra.catholic.edu.au/
http://byod.parra.catholic.edu.au/


 

Step Two: Select how frequently you would like to receive the email summaries containing your Child’s Google Classroom 
activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Three: Depending on what option you select you will either receive weekly or a daily report. These reports are similar 
to the one displayed below. As you can see this student has received their HSC trial exam notification. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require any assistance please contact a member of the ICT Support Team or visit Google Classroom Help. 

 
 

 

https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/topic/7062675?hl=en&ref_topic=6020278


 

eSafety Commissioner 

 

 

I would like to remind the parents and students of the McCarthy community that they have free access to the resources and 
advice of the Australian Federal Government's eSafety Commissioner.  The eSafety website (https://www.esafety.gov.au/) 
contains a wide range of resources that can assist students, parents and staff to deal with Cyber Safety issues. 

The eSafety Commissioner is committed to helping young people have safe, positive experiences online and encouraging 
behavioural change, where a generation of Australian children act responsibly online—just as they would offline. 
 
To assist in supporting positive online behaviour the eSafety website offers a range of tools to assist parents in creating a 
safe environment at home. The Commission's iParent section provides some practical advice on preventing Cyerbullying, 
Trolling and blocking unwanted contact. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the evident that a member of the McCarthy community does experience Cyberbullying our staff are always available to 
assist in dealing with the issue. However,  it may be more appropriate to report the Cyberbullying via the eSafety  
Commision. You are able to follow the prompts on the website to load the Complaints Form. If you need any assistance 
please contact Damien McGuire via the McCarthy Catholic College website Contact Us page. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ClickView 

This year McCarthy Catholic College is investigating the interactive video platform ClickView. The ClickView website contains 
a vast collection of educational videos and resources covering a range of subjects and topics. 
 

Every student and staff member of the McCarthy community has access to the collection of ClickView videos, interactive 
resources and recorded TV shows. 
 

To access these resources visit the ClickView website (https://www.clickview.com.au) and click the ‘Sign in’ button located in 
the top right corner. 
 

Students will then need to add their school email in the space provided and select McCarthy Catholic College from the drop 
down menu. 
 

Once you have signed on you can visit the McCarthy Library of videos by clicking on the Libraries tab. Or students can inves-
tigate shared resources from other schools and television programs by clicking on the Exchange tab. 
 

The staff of the McCarthy community have already started to share their created interactive videos with their students. I 
would like to encourage the parents and students of McCarthy to share with me their learning experiences when using the 
ClickView video platform so that we as a community can evaluate this educational tool. 
 
 

Mr Damien McGuire 
Leader of Learning   - Technology 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.clickview.com.au


Personal Development Health & Physical Education 
 

 

                              Year 7 Swimming & Lifesaving 
 

At the end of Term 4 2017, Year 7 participated in a swimming and lifesaving program as part of McCarthy Catholic College’s 
PDHPE program. The 2018 Year 7 cohort will participate in the same program at the end of Term 4 in 2018. This program is 
led by McCarthy Catholic College PDHPE teachers and the Year 10 Elective PASS (Physical Activity and Sports Studies)  
students. 

 
The focus of the day at the pool is to improve each child’s ability to respond to emergencies in and around water  
environments. First Aid is a focus and students use manikins when performing DRSABCD. Each student’s practical application 
to these activities are assessed. They also complete the RLSSA Apply First Aid Examination before they attend during one of 
their PDHPE lessons. 

 
The PDHPE staff and Year 10 PASS students also aim to enhance each students current swimming ability.  All levels of ability 
are catered for as they progress through the Royal Lifesaving Society’s (RLSSA) levels of achievement at a pace that is  
appropriate for their swimming ability.  This level is decided during the first session on the day during the grading  
component and they will be placed in a group corresponding to their level of capability. We have a special program and 
group for those children who cannot swim and they do not have to enter the water unless they feel comfortable. They will 
engage in the dry water rescue activities. Any other student who cannot swim for personal reasons will fulfil life saving  
activities outside the pool that does not require them to enter the water. 
 
 

Mr Ben Hunt 
Leader of Learning  - PDHPE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPORTS REPORT 
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved outstanding success over the summer holiday period. 
 

 Jai Wynbergen-Titoko has been selected into the provisional NSW U/16 State of Origin Rugby League Squad. 
 Jai Wynbergen-Titoko, Zion Tauasa, Riley Bax and Jarrod Hackney have all been selected into the Penrith Panthers 

Harold Matthews Rugby League Team. 
 Emma Parker has been selected into the Penrith Panthers Tarsha Gale Team. 
 Janaya Bent has been selected into the Wests Tigers Rugby League Team. 
 Sarah Blair has been selected into the Australian Oz Tag team to contest the 2018 World Cup. She also in the NSW 

Development Netball Squad. 
 Joshua Car has been accepted to race in Formula 4 Racing in the United States. 
 Ethan Field was Vice Captain for the NSW U/17 Softball team that won the National Softball Championships. Ethan 

was named Player of the Final. 
 Former student Brad Fittler was appointed NSW State of Origin Coach for 2018. 
 Ex Student Jenna Kingsley continues to score goals for the Newcastle Jets in the W League Soccer leading into the 

Semi Final with Sydney FC. 
 

Stage Sport has begun in earnest with students heading to venues including Rock Climbing, Roller Skating, Ice Skating, Ten 
Pin Bowling and the Gym. Students rotate through their sport every 3 weeks, ensuring a decent exposure to each venue. 
Students are permitted to wear their Sport uniform to school on the days they have Stage Sport.  

 
 

 

              Year 7 and Year 8      – Tuesday 

              Year 9 and Year 10    – Friday 
 
 

 

Students who have been selected into a Representative team are permitted to wear Sports Uniform to school on a Thursday. 
All students must be in the correct sports uniform, including white socks. 
 

Representative trials have commenced in Touch Football, Volleyball and Basketball and we wish all selected students the 
best of luck as their competitions commence on 15 February. 
 

The College Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 2 March at Glenbrook Pool. It is a “Competitors Only” event, meaning 
only students who are swimming in an event will attend. Normal classes will be held at school for those who do not attend 
the carnival. Registrations will be held at school within the next fortnight and permission notes will follow. 

 
Mr Craig Beacroft 
Sports Coordinator 
 
 
SCIENCE UPDATE 

It has been another busy start to the year in the Science labs at McCarthy. A new Year 11 cohort has begun work on an  
exciting new syllabus with great enthusiasm. Our current Year 12 started the hard work of trying to prepare for this years 
HSC. Our new Year 7 cohort have been involved in some STEM activities as part of their unit on the Solar System. 
 

“We have learned about the different planets and how big they are, how long it takes for them to orbit around the sun 
and how long the planets day’s are. We have learned how to  make a graph in science and talked about different topics in 
modern science (Elon Musk etc.)” 
 

Jai Poulton 7.1 
 
“Science has been so fun. We have learnt about all the moons on the plants. We also learnt about the distance from the 
plant to the sun and what the size is. We learnt about the Solar System and about planets Orbiting. I can’t wait for the 
Bunsen Burners and doing experiences. Mr Cook is a great teacher for science.” 
 

Bradley McCarthy 7.1 

 

 

Mr Timothy Cook 
Leader of Learning  - Science 



CAPA REPORT 
In 2018, Creative and Performing Arts have the following classes: 
 

• Year 12 Visual Arts 
• Year 11 Visual Arts 
• Year 10 Drama 
• Year 10 Visual Arts 

• Year 9 Photographic and Digital Media 
• Year 9 Visual Arts 
• Year 8 Music 
• Year 8 Visual Arts 
• Year 7 Music 

• Year 7 Visual Arts 
 

The Creative and Performing Arts team consists of Simone Blattman, Nick Hall, Anna Keogh, Holly Mahboub, Alison  
McDonald, Julie Petrovski, Marian Samuel, Monica Sharp and Shannon Watt. 
 

The team is looking forward to providing their students this year with a range of wonderful learning experiences which will 
showcase student creativity, originality and individuality. 
 

Here are a few of the exciting experiences occurring in the classes: 
 

•    Year 7 and 8 Music have been engaging in a new program called “Just Play”, where every student plays an  
instrument every lesson and rotates between a range of different instruments throughout the lesson. This is building 
upon their collaborative and ensemble skills, whilst having fun playing music! 
•    Year 8 Visual Arts have begun exploring a range of mythical creatures, with a focus on dragons, in preparation for 
their designs for ceramics in the coming weeks. 
•    Year 9 Visual Arts have started a unit looking at the skateboarding culture and street art, with the exploration of  
materials and techniques leading towards a design for their very own skateboard. 
•    Year 9 Photographic and Digital Media are starting their journey in the darkroom, looking at the history of  
photography, the use of chemicals and light and then continuing into the digital side and manipulations on programs 
such as Lightroom and Photoshop. 
•    Year 10 Drama has lifted off in an engaging topic of Improvisation. Students have been learning skills such as  
teamwork and spontaneity. 

 
 

Mr Paul Rochfort 
Head of Learning 
    _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Northern Herefords Cattle Camp 2018 
What an experience it was for my brother and I with workshops teaching us all aspects from preparing the cattle from the 
paddock to parading, judging and to the plate. 
 

Being the first time for me verbal judging, I was not expecting to do any good, I just wanted to gain experience to help our ag 
team at shows when we compete, but to my surprise I walked away with Reserve Senior Champion Junior Judge. 
 

The weekend was a great experience with a lot of learning and an opportunity to meet and talk to other competitors. Having 
the chance to ask questions and watch how the high end studs work and prepare their cattle was a real eye opener. 
 

Berry Show 2018 
The show started on Friday with dairy up first than beef on the Saturday. Working with dairy was so amazing, learning new 
techniques from prepping the cattle to being in the show ring. Receiving third place for paraders and first and third place for 
the dairy cow. 
 
Beef on Saturday, what a day that was! Starting early prepping three heifers, a steer and two bulls for the show ring and then 
showing them all day. Receiving multiple places for the cattle themselves and a sixth place for paraders comp. 
 

Skye Baxter  - Year 12 



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY  

19-9 March Year 12 TTC Industry Placement Block 

21 Year 10 Information Evening  - 6.00pm 

MARCH  

2 College Swimming Carnival: Competitors ONLY Event 

5-6 Year 11 Retreat 

5-9 Catholic Schools Week 

5-16 Year 12 Mid Course Examination Period 

6 McCarthy Open Night: 4.00pm-7.00pm 

7-9 Year 7 Camp 

19-29 Year 11 TTC Industry Placement Block 

23 PDSSSC Swimming Carnival 

28 Year 11 and 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 

30 Good Friday 

APRIL  

2 Easter Monday 

7-8 Relay for Life 

11 College Cross Country Carnival 

13 Last day of Term 1 for students 


